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which insures confidential, sympathetic, consecrated
service to his patients in such volume and at such
times and in such places as are provided.

12. Like any other servant, he is entitled to a
just compensation, but again he follows that pro-
vision of his ethics that entitles his patient to service
at a compensation entirely consistent with his ability
to pay.

13. He neither indulges in nor permits "per-
sonal puffery." When his name is seen in the pub-
lic press, it is usually as the author of some dignified
statement about the condition of some patient whose
welfare is a matter of public concern. More rarely
he may give an authorized interview or write an
article for public information upon some health sub-
ject. He relies for the growth of his own clientele
upon the influence of the ever-widening circle of
those friends whom he has served.

14. If older and more experienced, he is ever ex-
tending the helping hand to the worthy younger
men of his profession. And if a younger man, he is
upholding the prestige of those already established.
He is always interested in and helpful to worthy
members of the ever-enlarging groups of assistants
he must utilize to render the best to his patients.

15. He will admit that the best medical educa-
tion is often inadequate, and he will endorse the
statement of Hippocrates that "experience is falla-
cious and judgment difficult." But he feels that
physicians are the only persons even remotely pre-
pared by education and training for leadership in
matters pertaining to the improvement of health,
the limitation of diseases, and the treatment of sick
people.

16. He contributes, when he can, to medical lit-
erature; attends and takes an active part in medical
society meetings; subscribes to and reads good medi-
cal journals; he thoroughly examines and carefully
studies his patients, and he always makes written
records of his findings. He is never boastful nor in-
clined to discuss his patients with others. He never
guesses; when in doubt, he says so and invites con-
sultation or assistance. He realizes his responsibili-
ties and approaches his problems with the humility,
seriousness, and earnestness of purpose that ever
characterizes the servant of God or of man and of
science.

CALIFORNIA ALSO
The following editorial in the May issue of the

journal of the Indiana Medical Association applies
with equal force to California and probably most
other states. Its reproduction may be more useful
than writing another one. In any event, it is a pleas-
ure to thus acknowledge the courtesies that the
Indiana Medical Journal extends occasionally to
CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE.
"About three or four hundred doctors in Indiana

who last year were members in good standing of the
Indiana State Medical Association are now delin-
quent in their dues. Presumably, these men know
that on and after February 1 they were not members
in good standing in the state association, and conse-
quently not entitled to medical defense at the hands
of the association for any malpractice suit brought
in connection with services rendered while delin-
quent. Furthermore, these former members are not
receiving The Journal, inasmuch as the postoffice de-

partment does not permit us to send The Journal to
delinquents. As a matter of fact, we are surprised to
know that there are so many doctors in Indiana who
are so careless and indifferent to their own interests
that they will neglect as important a matter as keep-
ing up membership in their county and state medical
societies. Some of them make the excuse that they
are provoked because of a raise in dues, and every
man who makes that excuse ought to hang his head
in shame, for it does not speak well for his reputation
as a person possessed of good judgment. The same
men will pay their golf dues, cigar bills, or the cost
of many other unnecessary and foolish extravagances,
and never say a word. The only reason they object
to medical society dues is that the dues are fixed by
some of their confreres, and anything that comes
from a confrere is looked upon with suspicion. It is
high time that medical men improve their conduct in
this direction."

THE DOCTOR'S MAIL
We are much gratified with the splendid co-

operation from members in all parts of the state, in
response to our editorials suggesting that certain
types of mail be forwarded to the editor. By way
of illustration, we have already received from mem-
bers nine copies of circular letters and a certain
newspaper called "El Internacional." The opening
paragraph in the circular letter states:
"In sending you this newspaper, I take the oppor-

tunity of making you the following proposition: As
the reporter for this publication (the owners of which
represent more than sixty Spanish newspapers, as
you will see from one of the advertisements in El
Internacional), I shall meet all the people who come
here from Latin America, and will have the oppor-
tunity of recommending your establishment to all the
people who come here from Latin America, and will
have the opportunity of recommending your estab-
lishment to all of them, and of either conducting
them to your place of business or of sending them to
you with my card. I am ready to do this on the un-
derstanding that you will offer me a commission on
the account of each customer so introduced."

This explains a point made in the original edi-
torial on the subject. Surely, an offer of this kind
is based either upon an amazing ignorance of what
physicians stand for, or else the promoter holds a
very poor opinion of the sincerity with which phy-
sicians practice their ethics, as well as the price
necessary to cause cupidity to win over ethics.

DOCTOR FINKELSTEIN'S VISIT
Elsewhere in this issue, Doctor Langley Porter

of San Francisco pays a beautiful tribute and an
undoubtedly merited compliment both to Doctor
Finkelstein and the members of the medical profes-
sion of our state. Visits of this character by men of
real scientific attainments and who are real leaders
in the profession have far-reaching effects upon the
cause of better health service to our people. It is
always profitable to publish the message such leaders
leave with us for the benefit of those who could not
receive the message in person. Often, too, these mes-
sages are of such great importance that they ought
to be incorporated into medical literature.
CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE would be

glad to have merited comments, such as Doctor
Porter's regarding Doctor Finkelstein, when other
prominent leaders visit us. Neither CALIFORNIA
AND WESTERN MEDICINE, nor any other magazine,
can make news without information upon which to


